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Dear Trump Administration, 
 
Modern day slavery exists in the form of human trafficking. More than 40 million children, women, 
and men are subject to some form of sexual and/or labor exploitation, with a quarter of victims being 
children. In 2018, more than 8,500 human trafficking cases were reported to the United States’ 
National Human Trafficking Hotline.  
 
Human trafficking does not always occur on migration routes to destination countries. Most human 
trafficking occurs without crossing any borders or over very short distances. Over the past 15 years, 
the detection of domestic victims has increased. However, immigrants, refugees, and/or asylum 
seekers are particularly vulnerable to trafficking. Often fleeing violence, refugees and asylum seekers 
become victims of traffickers as they have no other options left and/or are forced into slavery due to a 
country’s harsh immigration laws or closed door policies. 

As an international grassroots research and advocacy organization, we at Ruman Project urge you to 
push to eliminate all forms of human trafficking. We recommend that you sentence convicted 
traffickers to punishments proportionate to the severity of the crime for both labor and sex trafficking, 
while implementing public awareness campaigns and assistance programs under general OSCE 
standards and guidelines. Supporting victim outreach and services as well as public awareness and 
education, is crucial to the fight against this crime. Only 34 states in the United States have safe harbor 
laws, while 42 ensure financial assistance and medical and psychological treatment for victims. 

During a speech in the White House Rose Garden, in January 2019 Donald Trump spoke about 
human trafficking: “Women are tied up, they’re bound, duct tape put around their faces, around their 
mouths...They’re put in the backs of cars or vans or trucks..They go into the desert areas, or whatever 
areas you can look at, and, as soon as no protection, they make a left or a right into the United States 
of America. There’s nobody to catch them. There’s nobody to find them.” Such pervasive statements 
are hugely problematic and do not stand up to facts or research regarding human trafficking. Trump’s 
narrative regarding this issue is off the mark and the decisions made by his administration have had 
extremely atrocious effects on trafficking victims. 

Though the White House made a statement on January 9, 2019 titled “President Donald J. Trump is 
Fighting to Eradicate Human Trafficking” we would like to point out that the Trump administration 
has not made any incredibly broad policy changes that benefit the victims. Due to Trump’s 
troublesome rhetoric, non-citizen victims of trafficking have become even more hesitant to apply for T 
Visas. Escaping trafficking is dangerous, difficult, and terrifying and the T Visa program has been an 
extremely important tool  in convincing trafficking victims to come forward and receive the assistance 
they need. However, harmful rhetoric from Trump’s campaign and the White House has prevented 
immigrants from seeking support. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-fighting-eradicate-human-trafficking/
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According to Jenna Krajeski, who writes about human trafficking for the Fuller Project, the visa fee 
waivers (approximately $1000 USD) are no longer being waived for trafficking victims. Under the 
current administration, authorities were writing to the victims who applied for a T Visa in order to 
obtain further evidence that they had been trafficked. If their T Visa application is denied, the victims 
and their advocates will have to appear in court; further shaming and traumatizing the victims after 
they escaped years of violence [to get to America]. 
 
We believe the evidence the Trump administration is looking for is in the trauma and experiences of 
those victims. We must believe them. We request that the Trump administration immediately: 
 

1. Change the rhetoric being used to talk about human trafficking of citizens and non-citizens; 
2. Admit that the majority of non-citizens being trafficked come in through legal points of entry 

and stop using details of the victims’ testimonies as justification to build a border wall; 
3. Fully acknowledge labor trafficking, which is a huge problem in the USA, and work to provide 

sufficient assistance to those victims; 
4. Change immigration restrictions so it is easier for human trafficking victims to get the help they 

desperately need;  
5. Better enforce the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000. 

Furthermore, much of the attention on human trafficking has been focused on sex trafficking, but 
additional research on labor trafficking is needed to support the victims and prevent further abuses. 
Due to a lack of statistical information sharing among federal data management systems and 
government agencies, labor trafficking is a much larger issue in the United States than it might initially 
seem. Promotion of awareness of the indicators of human trafficking is needed to identify victims, 
while parents and children should be aware of strategies to target young people for exploitation. 

We must act together to protect human dignity by ending this exploitation of vulnerable populations 
and by rejecting the harmful language and rhetoric proffered by the Trump administration. Only 
through cooperation between governments, NGOs and international organizations can we hope to 
make progress on this crucial social justice issue.  

Nadia Murad, an Iraqi Yazidi human rights activist and Nobel Peace Prize winner, said: “I was freed, 
but I do not enjoy the feeling of freedom because those who have committed these crimes have not 
been held accountable.” Please sign our open letter and share it widely, in hopes that the traffickers 
will be held accountable for their heinous crimes, while the victims of human trafficking receive the 
assistance and freedom they deserve. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ruman Project 


